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The Narrative Modes and Lyric Functions of “Roads”

in Poetry of Ascending Heights
Zhang Shenglan

Abstract: Since the Wei and Jin dynasties, against the background of awakening of
spatial consciousness, the “ascending” tendency in the act of ascending heights was being
discovered, and stages of ascending heights became increasingly subdivided. As the
central focal point of the narrative perspective, the road can be categorized into three
types based on its spatial position and its chronological sequence in relation to the act of
ascending heights: the level road before climbing, the road traveled in the course of
climbing, and the road gazed into the distance from the summit. Their roles in ascending
heights are not entirely the same; they not only vividly capture the poet’ s conscious
apprehension and deliberate artistic shaping of the scene encountered while ascending the
heights but also reflect, through new changes in form of spatial perception, the overall
context of evolution of poetry.

Key words: poetry of ascending heights; “road” ; imagery; relationship between scene

and emotion, lyric tradition
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